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                                                   NEWSLETTER NO 40 

 

Good afternoon Club Presidents and Officers, 

Well 2019 has arrived – record temperature and all. In your own Club, 

there’ll be the task of filling committee vacancies, planning your AGM 

and setting up a full year’s program.  

For many of you, deciding which affiliation organization you should 

belong to may no longer be a current topic. But for some, questions are 

now being asked. 

In our November Newsletter No 39, we suggested March 2019 could be the time to focus on 

whether your existing affiliation provider has met your expectations. Did they deliver value 

for money when considering the cost of the 2018 fees and for those affiliated to Australia, 

yet another increase for 2019! 

Even if you have not considered any change, may we ask you to read this Newsletter to the 

end and also let all your committee members have a copy because we think Rebus has 

something special to offer. 

If your Club has say a 100 membership, Australian fees for 2019 will cost you $725. With 

Rebus, the cost saving will be $475. That sum could go a long way to providing replacement 

Rebus themed Regalia should that be a consideration.  

We may not be the biggest show in town, but Mighty Oaks from little Acorns grow! 

A careful examination of our database indicates that all email addresses to which this 

Newsletter is being sent, has taken account of any previous requests to remove a Club which 

is satisfied with their status quo. As well, some new clubs have recently requested that they 

be included in our mail-outs. If for any reason, you would prefer not to receive future 

communications, please utilize the “Unsubscribe” facility on the last page. 

How important to you is the Probus name? If your Club has remained affiliated to Australia 

– perhaps because of the reluctance to relinquish a name which goes back many years - you 

will be paying a very high price for this. You may also question what other benefits arise from 

this alliance and whether they can be justified? Be assured that REBUS-affiliated Clubs have 

long got over the name-loss and have little difficulty in running under the REBUS banner.  



 

Financial Accountability. As a strict non-intrusive “Service Centre”, as opposed to a 

Governing body, Rebus has been able to avoid some of the questionable overheads otherwise 

incurred – and yet we have responded to all phone calls, emails or postal inquiries within a 

24hour time-frame. That reflects the absolute commitment we’ve made to essential two-way 

communication. A careful watch on expenses has therefore allowed us to report a modest 

surplus for the financial year ended 31 December 2018. A copy is attached for your 

information. 

 

Transparency. We make no apology for ongoing reference to our undertaking to keep all our 

affiliated Clubs fully informed on events of mutual interest. Statements of Financial 

 Performance for the past three years were sent to all Clubs within the month following each 

balance date. As well, 11 monthly issues of the Rebus Chronicles and Rebus Club News were 

sent to affiliated Clubs during 2018. 

 

Democracy at work. Our RULES provide a formal opportunity for Clubs to have their say in 

how we operate. All Presidents – or their nominees, may not only attend Special and Annual 

General Meetings, they are entitled to bring forward remits for discussion and may vote. 

 

The REBUS family. We believe that it is important for Clubs to feel “they belong” and are 

much valued by their Affiliator. A measure of our achievement can best be seen in the 

Testimonial section of our Website. Just click on this link to view: 

https://www.rebus.nz/endorsements 

If your committee/membership is willing to re-assess your options, please allow us the 

opportunity to respond and provide more information. You may also wish to visit our freely 

accessible website:  

http://www.rebus.nz/ 

https://www.rebus.nz/agm 

https://www.rebus.nz/rebus-board 

 

Please call us any time – 09 424 7115, 027 4739 787 or email admin@rebus.nz 

 

Very best regards and New Year’s greetings to you, your committee and members. 

 

 

Graeme McIntosh  (Chairman) 
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