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Welcome to the revised, reduced, revamped Rebus Club News in Covid 19 lockdown – how are you all coping with the 

Level 3 restrictions?  I think we have now been in this state long enough to have adapted to the new status quo, for 

the good of everyone.  Do you think that life after Covid will be any different from life before Covid? Have we learned 

anything from the experience, will our habits change, are we any the wiser, and what do we think will change for ever? 

From our own experience I feel that the bond between members in our immediate community as been strengthened. 

The young woman over the back fence from us is a nurse, as if that is not busy or stressful enough, but from Day One 

she offered to do shopping for us on her day off, sweet soul. 

Our own Rebus Club established a Telephone Tree, with each Committee Member responsible for contacting 5 or 6 

members each week, just keeping in touch for a chat and offering assistance if required.  This was particularly well 

received as the club held it’s first ever meeting in October 2019. So we are still getting to know one another, and it 

was so important not to let that first flush of enthusiasm dwindle during lockdown. 

A quick email around our Neighourhood Support group on Friday evening, inviting anyone interested to stand at their 

letterbox at dawn on Saturday for the Anzac commemorations achieved an outstanding result. It was a truly 

memorable occasion on many fronts, and one I would personally like to see repeated annually, Covid or no Covid. 

Now is not the time to become complacent and let down our guard, and I know there is a very real danger of this 

happening, so keep doing what you have been doing so far, be very careful, and stay safe, please. 

Many clubs have been issuing more than one newsletter/bulletin each month – this has been a great way of staying 

in touch, and there have been some very funny items circulating, so perhaps you may have read some of the following 

content before.   However it is always good to have a jolly good chuckle about some of the items – enjoy !! 

RED BEACH LADIES REBUS CLUB  

Photo left:  Trish Meurant 

takes over as President from 

Wendy Dazeley (right). 

Photo right: Angela McIntyre 
and Judy McSweeney are 
welcomed as new members. 
 
 

WHO           you are is what makes you special.  Do not change for anyone. 
WHAT         lies ahead will always be a mystery.  Do not be afraid to explore. 
WHEN         life pushes you over, you push back harder.   
WHERE       there are choices to make, make the one you won’t regret. 

WHY            things happen will never be certain.  Take it in your stride and move forward.  
 
Thanks to Bobbie Wakenell for your news, and words of wisdom. Ed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PUKENAMU REBUS CLUB INC. WANGANUI  
 

Outgoing President Kathleen O’Sullivan hands over the office of President to Don 
Adams. Photo Kevin O’Sullivan . 

 
A Story of Hope by Lindsay Stockbridge, Treasurer. 
Diane and I have twice been to Kangaroo Island, a 20 minute flight from Adelaide.  
Remarkable Rocks, Vivonne Bay, but most of 
all the wildlife.  Kangaroos, seals, koalas, 
pelicans, and corella parrots.  Half the island’s 
vegetation and wildlife was destroyed by fire, 
along with tragic loss of life, a few weeks ago.  
Kingscote, the main town, was spared, but 

wonderful tourist resorts were destroyed. “It’s had it!” we mourned.  “It’ll never 
be the same.”  But Life is returning.  Perhaps tragedy has been averted. Perhaps 
the fauna and flora will recover.  
Helen Goldfinch keeps in regular contact with news from her Club, thanks Helen.  Ed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________      
 TAUPO MOANA REBUS CLUB  

17th March 2020. St. Patrick’s Day 
 
Begorrah ‘twas a grand time we had for sure! 
38 of us, bedecked in green of every shade, hue 
and mode of dress. The Cafe Pinot on Huka Road 
put on a wonderful Luncheon for us with shared 
platters of generous amounts of finger food, hot 
chips, hot savouries, tea and coffee with the bar 
open for those who wished to purchase other 
drinks. The tables were decorated appropriately 
for the occasion looking very “green”. 

 
It helps to remember the objective 
We are staying in so we can go back out; 
We are staying apart so we can get back together; 
We are loving one another well so we don't make another sick ; 
All our hard todays are for a lot of happier tomorrows. 
Thank you to Christine Bailey, Bulletin Editor, for all this green news. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS WAIHEKE ISLAND  
The new-look newsletter from Waiheke was the brainchild of Gail Burrows – and what a great idea it was.  Members 
are sending in so many contributions on such a variety of topics – a new puppy to love – and more.  But there is a 
huge amount of nostalgia:  

 

Remember when…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                 …..Sigh…. 



Treasures Rediscovered   “I have just had the most amazing morning, although the sun is out and I should be in the 
garden I thought I would have a sort through my chest of drawers and put everything into neat piles. I had no idea 
that I had so many petticoats, socks, pantyhose, hankies including some beautifully embroidered Irish linen ones. I 
found some bed socks that my mother knitted for me with left over bits of wool about 55 years ago when I was a 
teenager in London; my mother was born as the First World War was declared, so very frugal. I also found a beautiful 
scarf from the Museum of Metropolitan Art in New York given to me some years ago by a dear friend which I had 
forgotten I had. Lastly I found a lovely little embroidered case for keeping hankies in with the initials EH (Eveline Hall) 
embroidered on it, she was my beloved grandmother who was an opera singer and sang at Covent Garden, it made 
me shed a tear. The only thing I have managed to put into the rag pile is a moth-eaten wool singlet.”  
Tania Sweet, 25 March. 
Thanks to Claire Stainton, Gail Burrows and Tania Sweet – ah, those special memories. Ed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS CLUB OREWA  
These words of wisdom are from the new Joint President, Glynne Cockerton: 
 

I have discovered that we are all now ‘Seenagers’ 

We have everything we wanted as teenagers, just 50 years later. Think about it: 

We don’t have to go to school or work and we get pocket money every month, without having to 

promise to be good (that was the hardest thing for me!!!) 

We have genuine ID that gets us into bars and wine stores (I like the wine best!) but best of all, we 

don’t have acne!!!     I have to agree with that Glynne. 
 

 Author Jim Harris says it pays not to be too sure of yourself. He offers historic reasons why: 

“Sensible and responsible women do not want the vote” 
U.S. President Grover Cleveland 1905 
 
“Horses are here to stay. The automobile is only a novelty” 
This is Henry Ford’s lawyer not to invest in the Ford Motor Co. 
 
“I think there is a world market for about 5 computers” 
Thomas J. Watson - IBM Chairman 1943 
 
“Television won’t hold on to any marker it captures after the first six months. People will soon tire of staring at a 
box every night”    Darryl Zanuck - head of 20th Century Fox 1946 
 
“640k is enough for anyone” 
Bill Gates - Microsoft Chairman 1981 
 
“There is no reason for any individual to have a computer in their own home” 
Ken Olsen - President, Digital Equipment 1977 
Maureen Grigg is Bulletin Editor at Orewa, thanks Maureen, always something entertaining from you.  Ed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
THAMES BONANZA CLUB  

President’s Comment:  I trust you are all keeping well in this unusual 

situation. Cheryl & I feel blessed that we have the space and lovely 

environment at home to continue life pretty much as normal around the 

property, whilst completing some planned house maintenance projects, and 

enjoying the pleasant weather. We are also grateful that we have each other, 

and are not living alone like many of you. We are keeping in touch with 

family and friends in England & France with video chats over the internet. 

This photo of some of our group, plus members of the Thames Probus Club 

at the waterfall at the Rapaura Water Gardens. Thanks to Gary Meek for this contribution. 

 

 



REBUS CLUB CAMBRIDGE  

Steve O’Sullivan, Newsletter Editor at Cambridge puts together a very interesting production, and the last issue 

contained a few items I thought you might find interesting:  

 

“I am a great believer in luck and I find the harder I work the more I have of it” (Thomas Jefferson). 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF RIVERSIDE HAMILTON  

David Swain is Bulletin Editor at this club, and is a perfectionist producing editions on a weekly basis during lockdown.  

His articles are factual and very informative, but I have selected a few of the more light-hearted items to share with 

you, intended to lighten your mood and cause a chuckle – NOT to raise your blood pressure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Schools were of course invented to keep children out of the 
way while adults got on with their lives – and to prepare 
them for their adult roles as workers and housewives. The 
above curriculum looks good – as long as it’s the boys 
learning to cook and the girls learning to change the oil! 
They can both learn all the other stuff!   David Swain, Editor. 
 

 
 
 



 

Thank you David Swain – please keep up the good work, you make my job so much easier.  Ed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
THE REBUS CLUB OF PALMERSTON NORTH  
Dean Halford, President and Newsletter Editor, produces a very colourful and artistic newsletter each month.  I have 
picked out some of the funnies that appealed to me – hope you like them too.  Ed. 

 
 

 Law of Probability: The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act. 
 Law of Random Numbers: If you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal and someone always answers. 
 Law of Logical Argument: Anything is possible if you don't know what you are talking about. 
 Doctors' Law: If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to the doctor; by the time you get there you'll feel 

better. But if you don't make an appointment, and you'll stay sick. This has been proven over and over with taking 
children to the paediatrician. 
 

‘We have always held to the hope, the belief, the conviction that there is a better life, a 
better world, beyond the horizon.’   Franklin D Roosevelt. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TAURANGA CENTRAL LADIES REBUS CLUB  

Our monthly meetings began in February with a presentation by Tony Hopkinson, President of the 

Bethlehem Kowhai Rebus Club who spoke about his travels to Europe and Asia which included a trip on the 

Trans-Siberian Express.  

We were fortunate to have held our AGM in March prior to the current Covid 19 Virus lockdown which has 
disrupted so many of our life activities. Lynette of Te Puke presented a fashion parade prior to the morning 
tea and the commencement of the AGM.   
 
 



On Waitangi Day, our Secretary, Wynn Love, received her NZ citizenship.  

The ceremony was conducted by the new Tauranga Mayor, Tenby Powell.  

It was a first for him and the first in Tauranga on Waitangi Day.  In the 

ceremony, which was the first to held in the historic village hall, 53 people 

from eleven different nationalities were welcomed into the New Zealand 

fold. After the ceremony a parade, led by a piper, walked to the Village 

Green stage, where new citizens were presented with a silver fern pin.  

Wynn, congratulations to a new Kiwi from Rebus Club News. 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
WAIKANAE MILLENNIUM CLUB 

LA or EL ? 

The Spanish teacher was asking whether the students thought that computers should be feminine or male in gender. 

So they were divided into two groups. The men’s group decided that “computer” should definitely be of the 

feminine gender (la computadora) because: 

1. No one but their creator understands their eternal logic; 

2. The native language they used to communicate with other computers is incomprehensible to everyone else;  

3. Even the smallest mistakes are stored in long-term memory for possible later retrieval; and  

4. As soon as you make a commitment to one you find yourself spending half your pay on Accessories for it.  

Then the teacher asks the women's group who concluded that computers should be masculine (el computador) 

because:  

1. In order to do anything with them, you have to turn them on;  

2. They have a lot of data but still can't think for themselves;  

3. They're supposed to help you solve problems but half the time they are the problem; and  

4. As soon as you commit to one you realise that if you'd waited a little longer, you could have got a better model. 

 

 
 

 
Thank you David Goggin, Newsletter Editor at Waikanae. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS CLUB OF PETONE  

If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, doesn’t it follow that electricians can 
be delighted, musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, models deposed, tree surgeons 

debarked and dry cleaners depressed? 
 
 



LUNCH CLUB 
Here is a photo from our last outing 
before lockdown. We had such a great 
lunch and we are looking forward to our 
outings after lockdown. 
 
 
Thank you for this item on the right.  It 
really struck a chord with me, being a 
Labrador person.  How often I would 

come out of the bathroom or the loo, to be greeted by the Labrador reception 
committee - just keeping track on the whereabouts of the hand that feeds.   Ed. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SOUTH WAIRARAPA REBUS CLUB  
As mentioned last month, David Woodhams, Newsletter Editor, enlists the co-operation of his canine mate, Jade: 
 
FROM THE DOG BOX 
“The Chief Tail Wagger has called me back to fill in space and introduce a lighter note in these dark times. In his old 
age CTW has taken up hunting as a sport; hunting for his mobile phone, hunting for his glasses…….. 
But, as Marty Bucella says, “When it comes to staying young, a mind-lift beats a face-lift any day.” I liked the late 

Queen Mother’s attitude: “Don’t retouch my photograph. I would not want it to 
be thought that I had lived for all these years without having anything to show 
for it.” Or, as Clarence Day put it, “Age should not have its face lifted, but it 
should rather teach the world to admire wrinkles as the etching of experience 
and the firm line of character.” 
 
CTW was delighted with this foretaste of seasonal colours to come offered by 
the Amelanchia last week, and he joins me in wishing you all a long and colourful 

autumn.  Haere ra, Jade. 

 
Thank you, David for this contribution – she sure is a clever dog.  Now she has taken up photography, just goes to show 
you can teach an old dog new tricks.   Ed. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COMBINED REBUS CLUB OF PARAPARAUMU BEACH INC. 
Between the two of them, President Steve Hutchison and IPP Nigel Dougan create a very comprehensive Bulletin, 
and their publications have been more frequent since lockdown started – thank you both.  For the sake of Club News 
readers, I have by-passed the housekeeping matters, concentrating on the chuckles - here goes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 WEST AUCKLAND MEN’S REBUS CLUB 
Our third event in March was our regular (third Friday of the 
Month) monthly Coffee Morning, in the Coffee Studio at the 
Corban Estate Art Centre, Henderson, on 20 March. We got in 
just in time, just before the Lockdown. It will probably be the last 
for quite some time. 
When I first saw the place, I was worried that it would be too 
small for the number that might attend. I need not have worried: 
the size of the cafe and the number who came matched 
perfectly.  
Thanks to one of the Cafe staff, even I managed to be in one of 
the photos!  
NEWS FLASH.  As a solution to membership issues affecting 
both Clubs, the Men’s New Lynn Probus have decided to put 

their Club into recess and have encouraged their members to join with us. A happy solution with future meetings to 
be held at the larger location previously used by New Lynn. Rebus NZ extends a warm welcome to New Lynn 
members.  
MID-WINTER LUNCH 
Ryders Cinema & Restaurant 
177 Riversdale Road, Avondale 
10 am – 2 pm    DATE TO BE DETERMINED (Possibly, but not certainly, 26 June, as originally planned). 
Bill Fairs is my contact at West Auckland, and John Mihaljevic is Newsletter Editor, thank you boys.  Ed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
KOWHAI REBUS CLUB OF BETHLEHEM  
Here are a few quotes from their latest newsletter: 
 
Lockdown has got me drinking more wine as I don’t think it is good to bottle things up. 
Cows have hooves because they lactose.    
Electricians have to strip to make ends meet.    
Sweet dreams are made of cheese!  Who am I to dis a Brie? 
 
Thanks to President Hoppy, and Marie Mabey, Newsletter Editor. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
WOMEN’S REBUS CLUB OF WAIKANAE 
Mary Paddock is Newsletter Editor at Waikaknae Women’s, and I thought this contribution would be of interest: 
 

APROSDOKIANS are figures of speech in which the latter part of the sentence is unexpected; Winston Churchill loved 

them: 

• Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 

• If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit – Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

• They begin the evening news with “Good Evening”, then proceed to tell you why it isn’t. 

• Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut, and still 
think they look sexy!! 

• I used to be indecisive.  Now I’m not so sure. 

• Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be.  Nor is there any future in it. 

• Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 

• Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than standing in your garage makes you a car. 

• I’m not arguing with you, I’m explaining why you are wrong. 

• Finally: I’m supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder and harder to find one now. 

Thanks Mary, very clever.  Ed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



CAMBRIDGE MEN’S REBUS CLUB  
This very active club is fortunate to have Joe Bau as a member, and Resident Poet.  This contribution has been forwarded 
to Club News by Bob Jackson, Secretary – thank you both. 
 
The Dawn was still and quiet, the sky was dark and clear  
There was a stillness in the air, people started to appear 
The silence of that morning was strange to say the least 
As I took up my position, in my driveway facing east 
 
Because of Covid 19, there’d be no Dawn Parade that day   
But people chose to stand and pay respect in their own way  
They gathered in their driveways and on the footpaths too  
On the berms outside their houses, in honour of the few 
 
It was a moving tribute, people looked toward the skies 
And stood alone, together, as the sun began to rise  
In memory of those that went, and hastened to the call  
Never to return again, a lesson for us all 
  
And so we stood in silence that gave us food for thought 
Hoping that their efforts will not amount to nought 
And to never take for granted the freedom that they won 
So that we can stand this morning to greet the early sun 
  
Their names are carved in history, their memory we keep 
Safe within our hearts, as they sleep the peaceful sleep 
May we be forever mindful of the price they had to pay 
As we stood in alone together to face another day. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

And so ends this rather different issue of Rebus Club News.  Thank you for 
all your contributions, it is interesting to read about the different ways of 
“keeping the ball rolling.” There is light at the end of the tunnel, we just 
have to be patient and stick to the rules. Then one day, we will all be let out 
of jail and will be able to congregate again, and enjoy each others’ company 
at club meetings. 
 
 
I have to say I have not been snowed under with limericks relating to the 

AGM, but even though it was cancelled, the theme gives you plenty of scope 

to exercise your poetic skills.  I am still waiting ……………. 

 

REBUS CALENDAR COMPETITION:  Rebus has already received the first 

entries – start clicking away with your camera or phone while you are out 

and about exercising, there should be some beauties just waiting to be 

captured during lockdown. 

 

 
Jean – Editor, Club News 


