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Hello again, it’s hard to believe that this will be the last edition of Club News for 2019, where has the year gone? 

Summer has arrived with a vengeance, the plants in the garden are going ballistic, and the birds are working full time 

finding food for their young. Nature at its best.  Most clubs are preparing for their Christmas celebrations at this special 

time of year, a time to share with friends, family and loved ones. 

TAUPO MOANA REBUS CLUB  

The Taupo Moana Rebus Club Car Rally was a great success. Forty members and 

three members’ grandchildren enjoyed a delightful run through some of 

Taupo's farming countryside. The route covered approx. 75 kms. Members 

found the instructions for the Straight Line Navigation quite hard so opted for 

the Rally sheet with the questions. Congratulations to Tony & Helen Watson’s 

grandson who navigated through the Straight Line and got all the questions 

right. 

Christine Bailey is Bulletin Editor at Taupo Moana, thank you Christine. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OREWA  

Left: October Guest Speaker - Rod Martin, who spoke to us about his 
exploits as a geologist on Mayor Island and the minerals and crystals 
found there such as obsidian and opal - an interesting presentation. 

Right: Our Club Speaker was Renate (Nati) Morrison who told us a few 
interesting and humorous tales from her life stories that she has put 
together in a booklet.  

CENTRESTAGE THEATRE The first show at CENTRESTAGE for 2020 is 

“Strictly Ballroom". 

Thank you Maureen Grigg, Bulletin Editor, for yet another interesting edition.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF HIBISCUS COAST      

Twenty eight members and friends of Rebus drove down to Ardmore for our 

flight. After the pilot’s briefing we boarded the renovated DC3 to our allotted 

first-leg seats. Then we were off to Whitianga for morning coffee, flying at 

approximately 3800 ft which gave us a spectacular bird’s eye view of the Hauraki 

Gulf and the Coromandel Peninsula. We all felt like royalty as we landed at 

Whitianga airport with a welcome party of hundreds of primary school pupils. It’s 

not every day that a DC3 flies into this Coromandel airport so an entrepreneurial 

teacher had arranged for the pupils to run a fund raiser for Woman’s Refuge. Our Hostess is an active member of the 

woman’s refugee organisation and agreed to accept the funds raised and fly them back to Auckland. Then off to a 

prearranged café on the seashore. Meanwhile, the school pupils had a tour inside the DC3 and lunched under the 

wings. Another spectacular flight along the coast to Tauranga, where lunch was served. We boarded “our” DC3 again 

and enjoyed another 40-minute flight back to Ardmore, a day we will all remember for a very long time. 

Malcolm Vincent is Bulletin Editor, and Carole Tregidga wrote the report, thank you. 
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REBUS CLUB OF GULF HARBOUR   

The youngest member of the Rebus family continues to grow, 

and is indeed flourishing.  Ten further members were 

inducted at the November meeting, and there is a general 

feeling of enthusiasm, which bodes well for the future. The 

November Guest Speaker was Dr Pat Alley, who gave us an 

insight into the life of a ship’s doctor, accompanied by a 

power-point presentation detailing wildlife on his trips. 

Following the December 11 meeting, our Christmas Lunch will be held at Fresco in Gulf Harbour. 

Jean McIntosh, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MOUNT ALBERT LADIES REBUS CLUB 

On 18 October we went to the Auckland Viaduct where we had morning 

tea. We then had a tour of the Auckland Fish Market and finished the trip 

with a fish lunch.  

 

In November after our bimonthly coffee morning we visited the beautiful 

spring garden belonging to our member Olsen. 

 

Thanks to Diane Doreen for this account – it’s an interesting trip 

around the Fish Market isn’t it?  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
RED BEACH LADIES REBUS CLUB  

This is the Trivial Pursuit Team, with their thinking caps 

on. 

Eddie Grooten’s talk last month about DAD’S PIES was 
great - it just proves hard work does pay off in the long 
term and nothing is worth doing unless you give it 100%. 
 
This month’s meeting will be a FUN AND GAMES 
MORNING.   There will be prizes for the best Christmas 

hat or fascinator, table challenges and lots of laughs to come. 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON will be at Snow Planet (where else?) on Wednesday 27th November. 
Bobbie Wakenell is my contact at Red Beach, thank you. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 HAVELOCK NORTH VILLAGE REBUS CLUB 

Guest Speaker: Last month Barry Rosenberg, via a power point presentation, introduced us 

all to a website, ‘65 not out’. As folk age some are not proactive enough to plan for future 

years. So, this website is the result of a father and son chat. Yes, there is a charge for 

professional help via this website, but it costs nothing to have a look. 

Mystery Christmas Function: Tuesday December 10th. Meet: 11am Martin Place, Havelock 

North. Cost $35 per head and the bus is complimentary. 

Thanks to Don Whitfield for sending us their Newsletter. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



REBUS CLUB OF PALMERSTON NORTH  

Our trip to Wellington on 16 October was 

dampened by rain.  Nevertheless, some of 

our members braved the elements to walk 

around the excellent Zealandia reserve in 

Karori.  Others went to the Museum of 

New Zealand (Te Papa) and explored many 

displays including the magnificent Gallipoli 

Exhibition.  

CHRISTMAS LUNCH, Wednesday 11 December, Wharerata, Massey University. Excellent Menu. Maestro Pedley on 

the piano—thanks Milton. Cost $37 pp includes bus fare. Bus departs 11.10 a.m. PLEASE USE THE BUS. 

Dean Halford’s Newsletter is a work of art, thank you Dean, so much to choose from.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF MOUNT HOBSON  

 Speakers: Ann Dunphy and Deb Cane “The REP Programme” 

Ann explained that the Reading Enrichment Programme (REP) is not 

a remedial reading course but a literacy programme for pupils 

entering Year 9 (13 ear olds). They can all read but lack 

comprehension and need to learn the importance of reading and 

vocabulary. They are not able to realise their potential without a 

higher level of literacy. The REP programme is achieving great 

results. Just two examples from a former student - “this classroom 

changed my life”; and “you’ll end up cleaning car windows at intersections if you don’t come to this course”.  

a.dunphy@xtra.co.nz 

Don Bunting always sends us their Newsletter, thank you Don. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF MILSON INC.  

Recently our Club staged the annual Car Rally. This was enjoyed by 24 

members and after tripping through the countryside and the streets of 

Feilding the final destination was a hotel lunch enjoyed by all (photo left.) 

Thanks to the organisers of this event. Ross Ridley’s car won the day! 

Our Christmas function is on November 27th, the same day as our 

meeting. This year the venue is the Awapuni Racecourse. They have given 

us a lovely menu and we meet at 12pm and will be eating around 12.30pm. 

FOOD BANK: THERE WILL BE A COLLECTION FOR THE FOOD BANKS at our 

November meeting. Please bring something non -perishable for us to distribute to the local food banks in Palmerston 

North. 

What a great idea, nearly everyone can spare something.  Thank you to Jo Williamson who keeps us up with the goings 

on at Milson club.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Weeds are flowers too, once you get to know them.”       AA Milne 
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SOUTH WAIRARAPA REBUS CLUB 

At our November meeting Past-

President Margaret Griffiths talked 

about and illustrated her visits to 

“Gardens Near and Far”. “Near” 

included a close up look at the 

prestigious Hamilton Gardens, a 

horticultural fantasy world that 

started as a desolate rubbish 

dump. It now covers 54 hectares 

with more than twenty individual gardens and walks. Margaret’s photograph (left) was taken in the colourful Indian 

Char Bagh Garden. In 2014 Hamilton Gardens won the prestigious tourism “Garden of the Year” award at the 

International Conference “Gardens Without Limits” in Metz, France. Margaret also took us to Wakehurst Place, in 

West Sussex, and we came home by way of Canada and the Butchart Gardens, near Victoria on Vancouver Island. The 

famed Sunken Garden, (right) was created in 1909 when the limestone quarry that was the source of raw material for 

Robert Butchart’s Portland cement factory, was exhausted. The gardens are still in private ownership. 

Thank you, David Woodhams for your contributions to Club News. 

“If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need.” Cicero 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

REBUS CLUB OF PETONE 

OCTOBER SPEAKER: Des Schollum of the House of Books showed us some of his 

documents 

from a variety of notable people ranging from 

Napoleon and his naval rival Nelson, monarchs 

like Elizabeth 1 to the gangster John Gotti. 

TRIP TO POLICE COLLEGE MUSEUM. 20 of us 

ventured to the Police Museum. It was good to 

be a kid again and try out the various police uniforms and bulletproof vests and to 

get fingerprinted by the machine. The curator was kind to take us round. 

Afterwards we lunched at the Police cafeteria with all the police cadets who were 

happy to talk to us about their experiences. 

There’s lots going on in Petone – thanks for your news.  Ed.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PUKENAMU REBUS CLUB INC. WANGANUI   

President Kathleen welcomed everyone to the 20th birthday 
lunch and presented flower arrangements to the founder 
members.  She also told us that Vern Hill was the president of 
Rotary when they helped set up Probus. 
 
Founder Members L-R Inaugural Vice-Pres. Mary Harrison, 
Colin Clancy, Norma Cronin, Marjorie Clancy, Heather and 
Inaugural Vice-Pres. Don Burney, Current Pres. Kathleen 
O’Sullivan                  -photo by Lindsay Stockbridge- 
“It was 21 years ago when I went to the inaugural meeting in St Peters Church,” said  Mary Harrison, ”Rebus has really 
enriched my life and I hope we have many more birthdays.” 
And I will second that, Mary.  Helen Goldfinch sends us their Newsletter, thanks Helen. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



REBUS CLUB OF UPPER HUTT INC.   

SPEAKER FOR NOVEMBER: Robert (Bob) FOX      Bob’s working life as a reporter 

started in 1965. He and one other covered all meetings of Councils, Boards etc. In 

1974 Bob was a reporter who covered the New Zealand All Blacks tour to 

Australia, and in 1980 he was Associate Editor of the Sunday Times.  

Nowadays there is no independent reporter to cover local council meetings. 

Coverage is handled by inhouse Public Relations people. 

Wed. 27 November – Christmas Dinner - 5.30pm for 6.00pm Venue: Upper Hutt Bowling Club – 37 Exchange Street. 

Thanks to Lesley Christie, Newsletter Editor, for her news. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WOMEN’S REBUS CLUB OF WAIKANAE 

November Speaker – Ken Proudfoot and his Hearing Dog Tasha 
Less visible than guide dogs are hearing dogs for the deaf.  Ken Proudfoot is the owner of Tasha, 

a standard poodle, trained to be useful to Ken, who is profoundly deaf.  They can be any breed 

of dog but must be intelligent and have the right nature.  They are trained in New Plymouth by 

a charitable trust with no government assistance.  It costs $30,000 to train one and when a dog 

is matched with its owner, they spend a week getting to know each other and training together. 

Tasha will put her paws on Ken’s chest when the doorbell rings and for a smoke alarm, she will 

drop to the floor.  Hearing dogs are allowed on public transport and in restaurants and are working when wearing 

their yellow jackets.   

Mary Paddock is Newsletter Editor at Waikaknae, thank you Mary 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WAITAKERE COMBINED REBUS CLUB   

On the 7th November a day out to the Sculptureum in Matakana was just what 

the doctor ordered. The weather was beautiful making a pleasant journey 

and, awaiting us on arrival, was a lovely morning tea. There were wonderful 

gardens to wander through, laid out and tended with great care, and a most 

eclectic collection of sculptures. As a private collection, the owners have a 

remarkable eye for beauty and art. Everyone found something to like and 

enjoy. Plenty of seating was a bonus as we walked around. The indoor gallery 

was equally as interesting and beautiful, and once again set out with a great 

deal of thought and attention. All in all, a remarkable place and one, I’m quite sure, is worth another visit at some 

other time. We left at 1.00 pm for lunch in Warkworth. A tremendous day, thank you Gillian. 

Lynn Coverdale sent the report, thank you Lynn. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMBINED REBUS CLUB OF PARAPARAUMU BEACH INC.  

Our Melbourne Cup Festival Meeting went off well last month and you all proved 

yourselves to be keen punters (left). All spaces on the sweepstakes were quickly 

filled. Last month Malcolm Lawry and Heather Robertson were inducted as new 

members and I should like to take this opportunity to welcome you both to the 

club. Our 10-minute club speaker last month was Ian Brooking who led us through 

the fascinating world of genealogy. There followed an equally informative and 

entertaining talk by Craig Nicholson, Principal Project Manager for the 

construction of Transmission Gully. What a fantastic project this is; the statistics are amazing, including a bridge with 

a span of some 150 metres. Roll on mid-2020 when we should be able to experience the finished article. 



This month our main speaker, John Grylls, provides us with the opportunity to learn something about the 

eye disease, Glaucoma, which affects over 115,000 people in New Zealand. There will be plenty of written 

information to take away with you. Following the meeting around 70 members will be moving on to the 

Paraparaumu Bowling Club to enjoy our annual Christmas Lunch. 

You are such a busy club, thank you Steve Hutchison for keeping in touch.  

Do not complain about growing old. It is a privilege denied to many.   Mark Twain. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

CAMBRIDGE MEN’S REBUS CLUB 

On Wednesday 27th November 126 of our members and their wives 

gathered at the local Te Awa Lifecare village complex to enjoy a 

simply wonderful Christmas luncheon. The tables were decorated 

with posies and Christmas Crackers and they even had a Christmas 

tree by the entrance.  A complimentary glass of champers greeted us 

on arrival. We were entertained by the Waikato Rivertone Chorus 

group, a member of the Sweet Adelines International organisation. 

We enjoyed a delicious meal of honey glazed ham and lemon and 

garlic roast turkey, followed by Christmas pudding, mini mince tarts 

and a spectacular croquembouche. This was probably the best 

Christmas luncheon that any of us has attended in years!! 

Bob Jackson, Secretary, made my mouth water with this report of their Christmas Luncheon, thanks Bob. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

KOWHAI REBUS CLUB OF BETHLEHEM 

Nola Atherton & Ken Jones cut the Clubs 9th Birthday cake. 

Christmas Dinner Tuesday 10th December at “Daniels in the Park” arrival time 6p.m. 
Includes Glass Punch, Fabulous Christmas Dinner and Entertainment. This will be a great 
night of fellowship to get us all in the Festive Spirit. 
 
Wednesday February 19th 2020, visit to The Quarry Hinuera Stone, History plus Tour, 

followed by lunch at Hobbiton.   Carpooling. Thanks to Marie Mabey who always sends us news from Bethlehem. 

Every day may not be good—but there is something good in every day 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF WANGANUI  

Christmas Dinner, Grand Hotel 22nd November 2019. Absolutely amazing          

Melbourne Cup beauties.                        dinner, great company, fabulous entertainment by the “Stringalongs”.   

Thank you Grace Phillips for your news. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



REBUS CLUB CAMBRIDGE  

November Speaker Saw Khon Hmine “A Refugee 

Journey” “From hopeless to hopeful” is how a refugee 

from Burma describes his experience moving to New 

Zealand. Hamilton man Saw Khon Hmine , 43, grew up 

in Burma (Myanmar). As a young adult he became an 

activist involved in raising awareness around education 

rights and as a result became a military target. Saw fled 

Burma in 2007, fearing for his safety, and travelled to 

Malaysia on an illegal human trafficking boat. With no 

legal documents or identification, he spent three years 

in Malaysia before arriving in New Zealand. 

Steve O’Sullivan sent this interesting item to us. 

____________________________________________ 

RIVER CITY REBUS CLUB, WANGANUI 

The Men’s Shed. Garth Stevenson, a member of the 
Wanganui Men’s Shed, told us of the formation of the 
Men’s Shed which started in Sydney, Australia in 1998. 
There are 1000 Men’s Sheds in Australia and they are 
now worldwide. The Wanganui Men’s Shed was 
formed in 2010 and moved to its present-day premises 
in the UCOL building in Wicksteed St in 2012. The 
membership is about 100 members. The shed concept 
is for men, who in their retirement years, have moved 
into smaller homes or retirement homes where there 
are no sheds for them to potter or practice the skills of 
their previous working employment. It is also a chance 
to discuss and share some of life’s activities and 
problems. They have a wide range of expertise and can 
fix, repair, restore and build numerous items for a 
nominal fee to cover costs.  

Jonathan Seagers is Newsletter Editor, thank you. 

____________________________________________ 

FITZHERBERT REBUS CLUB INC.  

Last Club Day was Market Day. What a great morning 
we had! Nine tables selling products, mostly things 
people had made themselves. Chocolates, pickles and 
jam, baking, baby knitting, cards, gift bags, ornaments, 
quilting. A very social morning with lots of interaction, 
and lots of buying and selling. Many thanks to those 
who organised the day.  

A PICNIC for members, family and friends will be held 
in the Esplanade Rose Gardens on Wednesday 29th 
January 2020 at 12 noon. Park behind the Esplanade 
Cafe’ and walk through to the rose gardens (we will find 
a sheltered spot). Bring own food and drinks, picnic 
blanket or folding chair. 

Thanks to Bev Wallace for this news.  

____________________________________________ 

THAMES BONANZA REBUS CLUB 

President’s Comment 
Our October meeting was one we all enjoyed. Mailee 

Stanbury, from the Dept. of Conservation, was her usual 

bubbly self, whilst giving her presentation on “The 

Rarest Kiwi.” Her enthusiasm is infectious, and this was 

reflected by the number of questions from members. We 

all have a better understanding of the importance of the 

Kiwi breeding projects. I do not want to return in the 

next life as a female kiwi!! 

 

Christmas luncheon will be held on Thursday 19th 

December, and “Hauraki Calendar Girls” are the 

caterers. 

Thank you, Gary Meek for keeping us up to date. 

____________________________________________ 
 

WARKWORTH MEN’S REBUS CLUB  

Speaker: Jonathan Green, Environmental Manager for 

NX2.  It is being constructed to improve safety and 

reduce the accident rate in the area, besides opening 

up Northland, and allowing for the Warkworth 

Expansion. Construction started in late 2016, and is on 

track to be completed late 2021.  When finished, this 

section will be 18.5 kilometres long. 

Christmas Lunch to be held on Monday 11th 

December at Warkworth Golf Club. 

Chris Poulter sends us their news. 

____________________________________________ 

REBUS WAIHEKE ISLAND 

Main Speaker: Colleen Brown 

In Bulford, England, a kiwi was carved in the chalk on 
Beacon Hill by New Zealand soldiers waiting 
desperately to return home after World War One. Our 
mentally fragile soldiers, who wrote home about 
“another good pal gone west”, were given the task of 
creating the emblem which today stands to represent 
their legacy. Their General knew that working on this 
kiwi 6 days a week would provide the distraction the 
men needed. Their families have kept the treasured 
originals of diaries and letters and it is from these that 
Colleen wrote this history in her book, “The Bulford 
Kiwi; The Kiwi We Left Behind”. 

Colleen's email contact is: thebrowns@colbar.co.nz 
and she has glowing recommendations as a speaker. 

Wonderful. Thanks to Claire Stainton on Waiheke. 

____________________________________________ 
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FOXTON REBUS CLUB 

Operatunity Concert at New Life Church, Wednesday 

11 December at 11:00am, 590 Featherston Street, 

Palmerston North, “Christmas at the Proms”. 

Christmas Luncheon - $15pp (members - subsidised), 

$26pp (non-members) 

Wednesday 4 December – at MM Boating Club, 

11:45am bar opens - 12:00 noon lunch. Ukelele Band 

will be playing after Lunch. 

Sounds like a jolly good knees-up, thank you Leonie 

Haines, President. 

____________________________________________ 

BELMONT-BAYSWATER REBUS CLUB   

Our monthly lunch meet was at Platters Café, 
Devonport, for our little club the lunches are 
well supported. The Speaker was Amanda-Jane Leith 
on "A Year on Pitcairn Island" as a social worker. She 
went with a group who tend to the mental and physical 
needs of the Islanders. We have had our last main 
meeting of the year. The December meet will be our 
Christmas Lunch to be held at Hemingways in 
Devonport which we are all looking forward to. 
On behalf of our club, we would like to thank you, Jean, 
for the good presentation of our newsletter, and the 
rest of the Rebus committee for all the work and 
information given throughout the year.  
Thank you, Shirley Glendinning, always nice to receive 

a bouquet, especially at Christmastime. Ed. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 A Bouquet from one of our Clubs recently appeared in 
my “In Box” It is so nice to be appreciated. Thank you 
Mary. 
 

Our club in general, and in particular our 
committee, is so glad we’ve joined Rebus.  You 
give us so much more attention and consideration 
than PSPL ever did, so thank you for all you do. 
  
We all wish you and yours a very Happy 
Christmas and a wonderful 2020. 
  
With kind regards, 
Mary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that is all I have for you for 2019.  I should like to 

thank all who have contributed articles, photos and 

suggestions that have helped to enhance Club News 

for your enjoyment and information. I hope you have 

found something during the year that has had some 

relevance and benefit for your club. 

Since starting this edition, the beans have grown 

20cms, and the dried fruit is waiting to be turned into 

a Christmas cake and pudding.  

My very best wishes to you all for the festive holiday 

season, however you celebrate it.  I look forward to 

being with you again next year, and until then keep 

healthy, keep happy, and enjoy every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean, Editor – Club News 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


