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NEWSLETTER NO 31 

Dear Club Officers, 

Headline – In a non-confidential agreement, an Affiliation Society settles a 
defamation claim for $20,000 and agrees to widely circulate an unqualified 
apology and retraction to 272 Clubs. (See below for full details) 

REBUS believes in absolute transparency, both as to its financial planning which includes budgeting 

for future years, keeping our affiliated Clubs regularly informed and always seeking their input. 

During the past 12 months, REBUS has issued 16 Newsletters and commenced a Monthly publication 

called Rebus Chronicles.  As well, “Club News” for its affiliates, is now in its 5th month.  

If your Club is currently affiliated to the Society in question, here is a checklist to enable your Club to 

assess if it is currently being well-served. 

• Are you receiving regular Newsletters? 

• Have all your emails, letters or phone calls been answered within 48 hours or better? 

• Have you been consulted on key issues which could affect your Club and were they addressed? 

• Is your Affiliator’s website regularly updated and easy to access? 

• Have end of year financial accounts sent to you, been supported by a statement from a 

“qualified Reviewer” as required under the Incorporated Societies Act? 

• Were there any provisions for Contingent Liabilities as quantified post balance date? 

• Have you been provided with a budget for the coming year? 

• Are you satisfied with the level of financial management reported to date? 

• Are you comfortable with the name which has been chosen for your Club? 

• Do you believe that your Club has the right to bring up any matters of concern at an AGM 

without those rights being denied by the Chairman? 

• Are you satisfied with the stability and commitment of the personnel in charge - or if there 

has been a high turnover, is this of concern? 

Credibility of your Affiliation Society. In Newsletter No 29, we said: 

“We think it is important that you should be able to have confidence in the financial viability and 
competence of any accrediting body with whom you may be committing your members’ funds and 
should seek appropriate confirmation of that viability if it is not volunteered.” 
 

 



 

 

That note of caution has proved to be somewhat prophetic. FELLOWSHIP NZ 

INCORPORATED Is currently informing all 272 Clubs previously and currently affiliated to it, that it has 

been obliged to settle a defamation action taken against it and five of its Officers. This, has resulted in 

a settlement of $20,000 to the aggrieved party.  

Additionally, the terms of the settlement require that each Club which received the defamatory 

material, is to be provided with a copy of the unqualified apology and retraction. (A copy of that 

communication is attached in case you have yet to receive it). 

 Add to this, the sum spent by FNZI in legal fees over the two years ended 31 March 2017 which now 

total $29,978. And more likely to accrue for 2018.  

Only your Club can decide whether the decision-making which has resulted in your Society incurring 

these costs, is of sufficient standard to retain your on-going support. Be aware that two of the 

defendants in the defamation action are currently the Chairman and Secretary of FNZI. 

You may previously have considered REBUS as your chosen Affiliator and perhaps, now’s the time to 

have another look? 

 

Here is a link to our website and the section which outlines 18 good reason to choose REBUS as your 

accrediting agency. Click on   http://rebus.nz/about-rebus/ 

 

As always, should you wish to have your email address on behalf of your Club, deleted from our 

records, we will of course accept your instructions.  

 

However, before doing so, please consider whether you will simply be 

 

“Shooting the messenger and ignoring the message”. 
 

Please feel free to call us on 09 424 7115, 027 4739 787 (anytime, any day) 

or visit www.rebus.nz where you will find a good deal of useful material. 

 

 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

The Team at REBUS. 

http://rebus.nz/about-rebus/
http://www.rebus.nz/

