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What a difference a month makes.  When I sat down to start the February edition of Club News I had no idea that a 

month later we would be in a national lockdown. 

I would describe myself as a “glass half full” person.  As each birthday has appeared the number of candles on the 

birthday cake have not mattered; I have accepted that maturity has given me a few more white hairs, a few more 

wrinkles, together with a few more aches and pains.  But I have refused to grow old.   Now, thanks to this wretched 

virus, I find myself considered an old person – and I have to say that gave my self esteem a huge blow for a while - but 

perhaps it was just a reality check.  

Because of the restrictions of numbers of persons permitted to congregate, all clubs are now in a state of suspended 

animation, waiting for the all-clear. For many members Rebus meetings, outings, or interest group gatherings are an 

important way of socialising, especially for those living alone. Some of the regular club contributors to Club News tell 

me they will be sending out two newsletters a month, with a different mix of content from usual, in order to keep in 

regular touch with its members. Perhaps a daily/weekly phoning tree could be established in your club as a way of 

keeping in touch with members?  After all, many of us will be looking for something different to do to fill in the day!! 

I hope I have included every contribution sent for this edition of Club News – if not, my sincere apologies.  For the last 

fifteen years we have been using Incredimail, which advised it was shutting up shop on 20th March.  In the meantime, 

we have been trialling alternative systems.  We hope that all communications have been transferred, but in the unlikely 

event any have dropped between the cracks, this is the reason. Technology!! 

TAUPO MOANA REBUS CLUB  

Our guest speaker in January was Vicki Reardon, who grew up in 

Taupo. Her husband Wayne has been involved with Iron Man 

administration for 21 years. Vicki is a keen Iron Man athlete and last 

year competed in the World Marathon in Nice, France. In November 

this year the event will be held in Taupo with 6,300 athletes, 

supporters and families.  On Thursday the 13th February, we had 

the Privilege of being invited to the Taupo Bowling Club with 33 of 

our Members on a lovely sunny day for instructions and a roll up with some great results. The 

kindness of Senior Members helping with our bowling actions was gratefully accepted also 

the Social Drinks in the Club House was appreciated. This and the Club Picnic in January gave us a great start for 2020. 

Thank you Christine Bailey – we got there in the end didn’t we?  Ed.  And apologies for the delay.      

_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                     

REBUS CLUB OREWA 

Visit to Auckland Museum to see the Antarctic Adventure. 

Anyone who has been intrigued by the Antarctic but doesn’t fancy the cold 

weather, do go to this interactive experience. You sit in the helicopter, visit 

the penguins and see one of the most beautiful and forbidding parts of the 

world ….  all from the comfort of your armchair. 
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(Left) The Guest Speaker at our February meeting was Phillipa 

Pitcher, General Manager of Macular Degeneration NZ. She 

informed us of how to recognised this eye disease with a very 

interesting slideshow and gave us information packs to take 

away. Anyone who would like to find out more please go to their 

website: www.mdnz.org.nz or phone 0800 622 852. 

(Right) Our Club Speaker in February was Virginia Hazou who 

spoke of her very interesting and intriguing job as nanny to King 

Hussein of Jordan’s two young children. She left nannying and 

met her husband Tumo (also a club member), and they both 

spent time living in Amman. What a wonderful experience you had. 

Happy significant birthday to Maureen Grigg, Bulletin Editor – and thanks for your news. Ed. 

 

 REBUS CLUB OF MILSON INC 

In February we had a very 

interesting talk from Rodney 

Wong telling us about the 

WILDLIFE RECOVERY CENTRE 

in the Esplanade. He told us  

how the idea was born and 

the hurdles  they were able to 

overcome to eventually bring 

it about. (Right) The bronze 

statue by Paul Dibble in the 

pond opposite the Centre shows the birds in the tree which sits in the mouth of Maui. It is very beautiful. Our walkers 

are shown outside the Wildlife Recovery Centre. 

Thank you Jo Williamson for this interesting account.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOKOWHITU REBUS CLUB Our club recently enjoyed a visit to a robotic 

dairy farm at Bunnythorpe near Palmerston North. As cows wandered in 

and out of the milking shed at leisure (at any time of day or night), 

computers kept track of their movements, their state of health, diet, milk 

production, even how many times they chewed! Automatic gate systems 

opened and closed to ensure they didn’t come in too often, and to direct 

them out to the next paddock after milking. The computers are linked to the 

farmer’s phone so that if there were any issues he would be contacted. Wow 

what a huge step up from the labour intensive, timetabled processes of 

regular dairying. But we wondered, as we enjoyed a tasty farm baked 

morning tea, what are such amazing innovations doing to the future of the human work force? 

Melva Jones sent this item, and posed that thought-provoking question – thanks Melva. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Animals are such agreeable friends  -  they ask no questions and pass no criticism. 

 

 



 

FOXTON REBUS CLUB 

Karen Howat shown after being inducted as a member by Keith Eckworth at 

the February Meeting. 

Dereley Barry promoted  Rebus Foxton at the Foxton Library with a very eye 

catching information stand. Sorry, I cannot copy or reproduce the photo.  Ed. 

Thanks to Leonie Haines for the news from Foxton. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF MT HOBSON  Guest speaker February 2020 Dr Miles Gregory, “ The Pop-Up Globe”.  

Miles was born in Wellington, later attending Kings College, Auckland, before 

attaining a BA in Modern History at Durham University, a PhD in “Shakespeare in 

performance” from Bristol University and a Master of Fine Arts from Exeter. At 24 

he was one of the youngest directors in London’s West End, staging Hamlet and 

Twelfth Night. Miles talked about one night reading to his daughter from a pop-up 

picture book that included a depiction of the old Globe. That was the spark. They 

were fortunate to find two guys using computer technology to reconstruct the Globe 

from the original sketch and also a “can do” scaffolding company who immediately 

grasped the concept and produced a model of the structure overnight. How to form 

a cheap roof? Easy they said use marine plywood. Not unexpectedly it initially 

leaked, but the show went on. The magic of theatre played an important part in the 

Globe’s success. First have a very plain exterior, opening up to offer a jewel-like 

interior. Second connecting to the audience. Eye contact is key to engaging an audience even more than the words. 

And blood. There is a lot of blood in Shakespeare. Miles described how on a special night organised for their law firm 

sponsors and friends they suffered a potentially litigious mishap when a blood bladder burst and was wrongly directed 

at the audience. Fortunately all the lawyers wanted to sit on the seats so the groundling area contained only a small 

boy who was soaked in the sticky liquid. Much to their relief they found he was delighted rather than annoyed. During 

the second act the groundling area was packed with lawyers wanting the share in the fun. 

Love it.  Thank you Don Bunting for your Newsletters and always keeping us informed.  Ed. 

REBUS CLUB OF GULF HARBOUR     

 The weather was a little unkind to 

us on 19th March, but in spite of 

this, 23 of our members had a 

great socializing BBQ at the 

Shakespear Regional Reserve. 

Brollies were in fashion for the 

earlier part of the morning. 

However, just as we were about to serve lunch of freshly caught Snapper, Kingfish, fantastic sausages, chicken 

tenderloins and a great variety of salads, the sun came out!!! Many thanks to all who participated in spite of the 

increasing concerns over the Covid-19 Virus. Maybe this will be the last occasion we can all get together for the 

immediate future in this rapidly unfolding and hugely worrying situation. Whatever the future holds, it is very clear 

that the impetus we have gained following the formation of our Club is to be cherished and kept alive. 

Thanks to Graeme, Bill and Garth for manning the BBQs, Pam for handling the umbrella, Judi’s talents as sous chef, 

and everyone for braving the elements.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 



REBUS WAIHEKE ISLAND  

We welcomed Guy Slocum from Warbirds, Ardmore who gave us a most interesting and 

entertaining talk about his time in the RAF. His first plane was an Oster Eaglet with a wooden 

propeller, which he was flying one day when the wooden propeller disintegrated and he 

landed in a field of cows.   Guy received his pilot’s licence on his 17th birthday and started to 

fly Jet Provosts.   At 18 he graduated to the Hawker Hunter which was a jet fighter. He 

explained the knack of refuelling in the air. Guy then spoke of taking off and landing on aircraft 

carriers. The Harriers could do a vertical take off from the aircraft. At the age of 29 he moved 

to the Ministry of Defence. 

Claire Stainton sent us this very interesting article, thanks Claire. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SOUTH WAIRARAPA REBUS CLUB          What do you think of when you hear the name Martinborough?  Wine of course.  

David Woodhams, Past President and Newsletter Editor at South Wairarapa has 

a dog, Jade, his alter ego I believe.  Jade has a regular column in their Newsletter 

called “From the Dog Box” which I would like to share with you. Ed. 

“Hi Rebels.  Harvest time has arrived. We saw these low-hanging fruit, a preview 

of Martinborough’s finest, on our walk today. The Chief Tail Wagger is a bit 

overwhelmed with plums and already underwhelmed with freezer space. But 

autumn is a lovely time of year. Samuel Butler says, “Autumn is mellower and 

what we lose in flowers, we more than gain in fruits.” 

We’re getting old together, CTW and I.  “Age is a high price to pay for maturity.” Tom Stoppard.                                   

“A prune is a plum with experience.” John Trattner, former US diplomat.                                                                           

“We learn from experience that men never learn anything from experience.” George Bernard Shaw.                                  

“Experience is the comb life gives you after you lose your hair.” Judith Stern, writer (1829-1868).        Haere ra, Jade.” 

I hope you all enjoyed that as much as I did – thank you David (and Jade).  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF PALMERSTON NORTH 
At the AGM on 3 March, Dave Marshall, long-standing member (29 years), was elected 
a Life Member for outstanding loyalty and support for the Club.  President Marilyn 
Laing presented him with a framed certificate, Life Member’s badge and citation. 
Much fun was had by those who took part in a 
car rally through town and country on 19 
February, skilfully organised by Jim Walker, 
ending with lunch in Sanson. 
A picnic in the very impressive Chatswood 

Country Gardens at Kairanga was enjoyed by 

members on 11 March.  The 3.5 ha site, inspired 

by classic English gardens, hosts an alley of 

hornbeams, heritage roses, an extensive potager as well as a laburnum arch, a 

knot garden, oak woodlands and a flourishing orchard.  A wonderful outing.  Thank you to Dean Halford, President and 

Newsletter Editor – your contributions always make my job so much easier.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.                                                                                                       

The important thing is not to stop questioning. Albert Einstein 

For every person with a spark of genius, there are a hundred with ignition trouble. 

 



REBUS CLUB OF UPPER HUTT INC.  

When Stuart Forsyth was awarded 

Life Membership at the recent 

Annual General Meeting of the Rebus 

Club of Upper Hutt, it was recognition 

of thirty years as an outstanding 

member of the club. “Car Pool” trip 

to the Wairarapa  We went over the 

“hill” through Featherston, then paid a 

visit to the Martinborough Colonial 

Museum, then it was a leisurely drive 

via Palliser winery to Lake Ferry Hotel for an enjoyable Lunch. This trip re-emphasised how important it is that we 

make the most of such opportunities to get to know our fellow members. Feed back has suggested that trips like this, in 

small vehicles could be the “way to go”. It’s not always necessary to have 40 people travelling in a bus when smaller 

vehicles can make it easier to mix and talk to others travelling with you. 

Thank you Lesley Christie, Secretary for sending us your information. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

WOMEN’S REBUS CLUB OF WAIKANAE 

Denise Carnihan, our speaker at the March meeting, enthralled us all relating 

her inspiring story about setting up a primary school for children in a slum 

area of Nairobi, Kenya. A school was established within one year with the roll 

quickly growing to 400 pupils.  A new school replaced this in 2014, now 

operating as Tamariki Education Centre, with fully qualified Kenyan staff and 

a roll of 150 from age 4 through to year 8 Primary level. Four years on in 2018, 

relocation with new facilities was required so new fully-portable buildings 

made from 40ft containers is a work in progress. Academically, the children 

from extremely poor families are achieving well in English and the school 

rates highly for hygiene and school management. 

Thank you Mary Paddock for keeping in touch with us.  Ed. 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

REBUS CLUB OF RIVERSIDE HAMILTON 

Twenty-eight members enjoyed a trip to Rotorua 

on a perfect autumn day. The purpose of our visit 

was to explore parts of three of the lakes in the 

Rotorua area: Okareka, the Blue Lake and 

Tarawera, travelling by “duck” – which turned out 

to be a 78-year-old amphibious landing craft built 

in Florida during the Second World War.   It has to 

be said that the truck that becomes a boat made 

heavy weather of the uphill parts.  It was intriguing 

to see the incredulity of holiday-makers as our vehicle lumbered towards each of the three lakes and drove straight 

into them without hesitation. A cordon bleu lunch at the Prince’s Gate Hotel was a superb finish to the day’s 

adventures. Many thanks to Trevor and Pat Kilpin, who made all the arrangements for the day.   

 Thanks to  Gerald Bailey for this interesting account, and David Swain for his Newsletter.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hair Salons are closed:  Nail Salons are closed: Beauty Parlours are closed:                            

It is going to get really ugly out there. (Ain’t that the truth) 

 



COMBINED REBUS CLUB OF PARAPARAUMU  BEACH INC. 

Outgoing President Nigel Dougan hands over to incoming President and Newsletter Editor, Steve Hutchison (right). 

We held our AGM in March and, in so doing, welcomed Steve Hutchison to 

the position of President, Barry Richmond and Joy Silke to the committee. I 

am sure we all wish them well once we can return to normal life.But now  it’s 

time to “batten down the hatches”. So, stay safe everyone, isolate, observe 

social distancing when you need to……….and keep those hands clean!! 

Gardenias: Our garden group visited 

Trinity Gardens which surround the 

old Homestead built in the 1890’s. 

Heritage Roses are their speciality, 

but there are many modern roses too. We were shown 

around the gardens by current owner Ginny. Whilst not 

the best time of year to enjoy the blooms (that’s Nov-Dec), 

there were still plenty of great Roses to see. The layout is 

superb and the tour and wandering interesting. Following 

the visit, we enjoyed lunch at the River Cottage in Otaki.  Thank you Steve, always an excellent 

newsletter – you are going to be busy!  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RED BEACH LADIES REBUS CLUB  

GUEST SPEAKER   Carolyn Reid (nee Couldrey)  
was our guest speaker for March.  She gave an 
account of her  long association with Wenderholm 
from a very young age as well as the visit of Queen 
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip in 1953.   Some of 
Carolyn’s childhood memories sparked off our 
own nostalgic recollections of Wenderholm and 
the Royal Visit. 
Bobbie Wakenell is Bulletin Editor at Red Beach, 
thank you Bobbie. 
________________________________________ 

THAMES BONANZA CLUB  

President’s Comment.  It is very unusual when one of 

our members is present during major riots overseas. 

Elizabeth Jones was in northern India in December 

2019 on a return visit to an area and school with which 

she has a long association. She gave us an informed 

insight into the history and issues which are resulting 

in confrontation between parts of the Hindu and 

Muslim communities in India. However, she also 

shared her joy in returning with her son to the school 

and the people whom she knows and loves so much. 

Thank you Elizabeth for your humorous and touching 

presentation.   Thanks to Gary Meek for your 

contribution.  Ed. 

OMANU REBUS CLUB What a good turnout for our first 

monthly meeting and to welcome four visitors. It was 

great to catch up and hear how some of our members 

spent their Christmas and New Year. Our visitors from 

the UK said they enjoyed our meeting and gave us good 

positive feedback on the content of the meeting. 

 

Once again we had an excellent speaker,  Ken Robison 

from Westpac Bank, Papamoa, who enlightened us on 

the scams and frauds that are taking place throughout 

the world and New Zealand. He also explained ways of 

keeping safe when using the internet and also 

explained the process to report if you suspect you have 

been scammed. I must admit after listening to what he 

said about buying online and what to look out for, I 

went home and checked my accounts as I had just 

purchased online the day before from a company I had 

not used before. 

Thank you Rose Coutts, Newsletter Editor, for reporting 

President Jim Henry’s item.  Ed.  

____________________________________________ 

PUKENAMU REBUS CLUB INC. WANGANUI 

FEBRUARY SPEAKERS         Our talks at this meeting 

were given by speakers who were passionate about 

their subjects.  Club speaker, Norm Arthur, spoke 

about his 45 years as a whitebaiter.  For a few weeks 

every year he travels to Haast for great times with the 

owners of the 20 baches in the area, while one year he 

even remained for three months.   

 



Guest Speaker, Winston Oliver, told us about his love 
for the Whanganui River.  His grandfather bought and 
cleared 5000 acres of land up the River and at 16 
years old Winston built a canoe and explored all the 
local rivers with friends.  Later he bought the Waireka 
and for five years carried passengers on the river. He 
also built a shallow draught aluminium canoe for 
passengers. 
Helen Goldfinch is Newsletter Editor, and keeps me 
informed about her club’s activities, thanks Helen. 
___________________________________________ 
BELMONT-BAYSWATER REBUS CLUB  

The March meeting was our AGM. All our committee 

members were re-elected unopposed. 

Our Luncheon Group had a picnic on Lake Pupuke in 

Sylvia Park – a most enjoyable day apart from a truck  

arriving to clean out some porta-loos left after an 

event.  

Guest Speaker was Jennie Mitchelle, "Moving on from 

St Barts Hospital" a very informative and amusing talk. 

She very generously gave us a copy of a novel she has 

written as a raffle prize.  

Shirley Glendinning always sends a report, thank you. 

____________________________________________ 

This little gem is for all the new committee members 

around the country. 

This contribution was supplied by Pam Naylor.  She and 

husband John have accepted positions “off committee” 

at the newly formed Rebus Club of Gulf Harbour – now 

I understand why.  Ed. 

REBUS CLUB CAMBRIDGE  

This club is one of several who have advised me that 

they will be issuing at least two newsletters a month 

while we are all in isolation due to that wretched virus.  

These additional newsletters will have all sorts of 

content, games, puzzles, recipes etc. and funnies.  This 

one caught my eye and caused a bit of a chuckle – eat 

your heart out hoarders! Ed. 

It was a quiet Monday morning in September 
2053 when John awoke with a need to go to the 
bathroom. For John this wasn’t just any 
ordinary day. …. This was the day he would 
open the last package of toilet paper that his 
Parents had bought in the year 2020. 

Steve O’Sullivan, Newsletter Editor extraordinaire!! 

____________________________________________ 

 

Happy Birthday  to all of you who are spending your 

special day in isolation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that is just about all I have for you this month, I 

hope you have found something to cause a giggle or 

chuckle.  With the suspension of club meetings at the 

moment I suppose the April edition will have a very 

different content.  But don’t write me off please, I 

shall be happy to consider contributions for the 

“temporary new look” Rebus Club News, as we all 

look for something to read, and hopefully brighten 

our days in isolation. 

This is a difficult time for all of us.  Family is important, 

and the Rebus Family is no different. Please stay 

healthy, don’t take any risks, this will not last for ever, 

and let’s look forward to the time when we can all get 

together once again.  I am already thinking about 

having a street party once we are all back to normal, 

and what a party it will be !!! 

 



It was intended that attendees at the Annual General 

Meeting in Taupo would have the chance to poke fun 

at some of their own members, or Board Members, in 

the form of a limerick.  I am hoping there are already 

one or two in the pipeline!!  But fear not, you will not 

be denied your moment of glory.  If you have already 

penned a little gem, send it to me please, and proper 

limericks will be included  in Club News in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean – Editor, Club News 

 

 

P.S.  I have just been having a play around with words, 
just to get us all in the swing of limericks again.  Here  
is an example relating to the appointment of our new 
Rebus NZ Treasurer which will take effect at our on-line 
AGM.: 

 

 

We now have a new $Numbers Man.                                      
When asked if he would, said “I can”.                             
It just goes go show,                                                           
To look after the dough                                                   
We all need a Nigel Dougan. 

 

 


